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I HAVE already observed that Augustine paid t';ir less attention to the old national religion than to the heresies which sprang up within the Church. Only one work, the OVv >.••* (.r.','\ out uf \\\\ in-numcnthj" pruductttnis \v,i--. directed .t^(,iii»'.t it; ;uul thin was oeeasioned r.uhcr by the turn uf' puihii.il events tiutn hy the«lnj«ical tuutrovcrsy. The few letters in which he. further de.iK with p,ti*,.inisn\ were elicited by ci>rrcsjn>iulcnts, ;uul the .Uluniuns in hin sermons belong rather tu moral than to dogmatic theology. Wherever tic does confront it intellectually he pours u bitter ;wd unsparing scorn upon it» but he usually ignores it altogether. It is true that some of the most cultured of his correspondents profess allegiance to it. With these he is usually content to advance the claims of Christianity ; awl indeed they generally make was that of the Donatists. Finally, Christianity was then a loose federation of churches, with only a broad agreement in dogma and ritual, and without a shadow of a 1 supreme head.' j.;«vrii IM Attit.t, .Uttt
